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O AppL No 10/645^185 

^ Reply to Office Aclion of August 17.2006 

^ AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

s 

^ 'Ihis listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and 

i listings, ol claims in Lh« application: 

CO 
LU 

Q III STING OF CIAIMS; 

1- (withdrawn) An implement lor supporting foodstuff and 
allowing food preparation operations to be performed 
thereon, said implemenL beinq mountablc over a supporting 
ouxiac« defining an adjacent open area and being usable with 
an open v op rc-coptaol ft , said implement comprising: 
a body having a substantially planar working surface, said 
workinq surface including a main axca and at least one 
substantially coplanar auxiliary area, said auxiliary area 
having at IcauL a protruding portion thereof protruding 
integrally and outwardly from said main area, said auxiliary 
area having a qeorncLrical configuration distinct from that 
of said main aiea so as to facilitate visual identification 
Lhcxoof and visual differentiation thereof from said main 
area; whereJn^ said main and auxiliary areas are adapted to 
improve the oogniLivc erqonomicity oi said implement by 
facilitating the delimitation of distinct coplanar and 
adjacent working aicas for performing corxuspondlnq distinct 
food prepaxuLxon operations. 

2. (withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim 1 wherein 
said main ynd auxiliary areas are configured and sized so 
that said auxiliary area is pos i t i onabic as a cantilever 
overlying said open area while said main axca rests on said 
working uuiiace for stably supporting said implement. 

3. (withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim i wherein 
said main area has a substantially rectangular 
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conf i gu rat ion . 

4. (withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim 1 wherein 
said auxiliary urea has a substantially arcuate auxiliary 
area peripheral edge and said main area defines a 
substantially rectilinear main area peripheral edge segment 
positioned adjacent said auxiliary area peripheral edge. 

s. (withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim. 4 wherein 
said main area has a substantially rectangular 
conf i qu i a I ion. 

6. (wrlhdidwn) An implement aa recited in claim 1 wherein 
said working suilace includes a main area and a pair of 
substantially . coplanar anvil iary areas protrudinq integrally 
a n rJ o u t. w a r d 1 y L i i e r e f r om . 

7. (withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim 6 wherein 
each of said auxiliary areas defines a corresponding 
auxiliary area peripheral edge, both said auxiliary area 
peripheral edges having a substantially arcuate 
configuration; whereby said 'auxiliary area peripheral edges 
together form generally the out line of the number 3. 

8. (withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim 6 wherein 
said implement has substantially the configuration of a chef 
hat. 



9. (withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim 1 including 
a discharge aperture extending through part of said 
auvi 1 i ary area . 

in. (withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim 9 wherein 
said working surface is provrded wilh a drainage groove 
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formed thereon lor reccivinq liquids emanating from said 
working auifacfi, yuid drainage yioove being in fluid 
communiCdLion with aaid discharge aperture fox allowing said 
liquids to flow from said drainage groove into .said drainage 
aperture. 

11. (withdrawn) An implement a3 recited in claim 9 wherein 
said discharge? aperture has a substantially "D"-shaped 
conf igural.i on . 

1?. (withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim 1 wherein 
.said auxiliary area delinks an auxiliary diea peripheral 
edge and. wherein auxiliary area is provided with a discharge 
aperture extending therethrough; said discharge aperture 
being located substantially adjacent to sard auxiliary area 
peripheral edge; said auxiliary area defining a graspable 
segment thereof located between said auxiliary area 
peripheral *dg* and yuid discharge aperture; said graspable 
segment being coniigured and sized tor allowing grasping 
thereof by the hand of an intended user. 

13. (withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim 1 wherein 
said auxiliary area is provided with a discharge aperture 
extending therethrough; said implement being provided with 
an adaptor uperatively attachable to said discharge 
aperture. 

14. (withdrawn) An implement a.? recited in claim 13 wherein 
said adaptor includes a open-top container, said open- top 
container being configured and sized so as to allow said 
foodatuff to be scraped thereinto from said working surface 
when imperatively coupled Lu ^aid discharge aperture. 

lb. (withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim 14 wherein 
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sard open top container is provided with an open-top 
conLaiiujr lid releasably aLLarhable theroLo. 

lfc. (wi thdrawn) An implement as recited in claim lb wherein 
said open-top container defines a container peripheral edge 
iiubstant i al ly eoplanar with said wording surface when said 
open-tup container is operatively coupled Lo said discharge 
per Lure . 

1/. (withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim 14 wherein 
.said working surface is provided with a drainage groove 
formed L her con for receiving liquids, said drainage groove 
bexnq in fluid communication with said discharge aperture, 
said open-top container allowing said liquid lo flow 
thereinto iioni said drainage groove when operatively coupled 
to ^aid discharge aperture.- 

18. (withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim 13 
including at least two open-top containers of different 
volumes, each of said open-Lop container being configured 
and sized so as Lo allow said foods Lull Lo be scraped 
thereinto from said working surface when operatively coupled 
to said discharge aperture. 

10. (withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim 13 wherein 
said adaptor includes a strainer, said strainer being 
configured and oized so as to allow .said foodstuff to be 
scraped thereinto from said working surface when operatively 
coupled to said discharge aperture. 

?0. (withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim 13 wherein 
said adaptor includes a grater, said grater being configured 
and sized so as to allow said foodstuff to be scraped 
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thereunto from said working surface when opcratively coup] ad 
t Cj s a i d < J i Li cl ia r q e a p ciLure. 

21. (withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim 13 wherein 
said adaptor includes a measuxinq component, said measuring 
romponcnt including at least two measuring recesses of 
different volumes formed thexeinto, said measuring componenL 
being configured and fliacd so as to allow yard foodstuff to 
be scraped into said at least two measuring recesses trom 
said working surface when operatively coupled to said 
d i i : cl large aperture. 

."■\?. (withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim 13 wherein 
said adapLor includes a tunnel, said funnel being conligured 
and .sized so as Lo allow said foodstuff to be. scraped 
thereinto ffoitt said working surface when operatively coupled 
to said discharge aperture. 

23. (withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim 13 wherein 
said adaptor i no Ludcs a chute, said chute being configured 
and sired so us to allow said foodstuff to be scraped 
thereiriLo trom said working our face when operatively coupled 
Lo said discharge aperture, 

(withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim 13 wherein 
said adapt oj. includes a weighting component, said weighLinq 
component being configured and sized so as to allow said 
foods Lull Lo be scraped thereunto from said working surface 
when operatively coupled to said discharge aperture. 

? r i. (withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim 13 wherein 
said adaptor includes a covering component, said covering 
component being configured and sized so as to cover said 
discharge aperture jnd allow said foody Luff to be scraped 



PAGE 10/24 * RCVD AT 2/19/2007 4:18:05 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0€FXRF-3/1 1 ' DNIS:2738300 * CS!D:5147054908 1 DURATION (mm-ss):0S-32 



FEU- 19-2007 16:16 DE : MRNUEL FORT IN 



5147054908 



A :USPTO 



P. 



Appl. No 10/645.43(5 

Reply lo Office Action of August 1 7.2006 

thereunto irom said working surface when operatively coupled 
to sai.d discharge aperture. 

27. (withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim 13 wherein 
said adaptor is provided with an adaptor relcasable 
attachment mean** for releasabiy attaching said adaptor to 
£jaid working surtace .so Lhat said adaptor extends at least 
partially into said discharge aperture. 

2>3. (withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim 27 wherein 
said adaptor rcleasable attachment means allows an upper 
surface of aaid adaptor to be substantially coplanar with 
said wurkinq surface when said adaptor 13 relea.sahl y 
attached to said working surface. 

'■••<.). (withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim 28 wherein 
said adaptor includes a peripheral hooking protrusion 
extend L no therefrom; said discharge aperture defining a 
discharge aperture peripheral edge, said discharge aperture 
peripheral edge including a peripheral attachment recess 
formed therein for substantially compl ementarily receiving 
oaid hooking pcoLrusion and supporting the latter. 

30. (withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim 2/ 
comprising both a first working surface and an opposed 
second working surface; said discharge aperture extending 
between said first and second workinq surfaces; said 
rel eatable attachment means allowing said adaptor to be. 
reJeasably attached to said implement so as to be usable 
with either one of said firut or second working surfaces. 

31, (withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim 30 wherein 
said adaptor includes a peripheral hooking protrusion 
extend 1 m cj theretrom; said discharge aperture defining a 
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discharge aperture periphery J edge, said discharge aperture 
including a liruL and a second peripheral attachment recess 
formed respectively in said first and second working 
surfaces tor substantially mattingly receiving said hookinq 
protrusion and support i nq the laLter. 

"-5?. (withdrawn) An implement as rftci ted in claim 31 wherein 
ucixd hookinq protrusion has a substantially rectangular- 
shaped cross sectional configuration and said first and 
second attachment recestiuu are each substantially 
complement drily shaped relative to said hooking protrusion, 
tfdid first and second attachment recesses being 
substantially .symmetrically disposed relative to each other. 

5 1 • (withdrawn) An implement recited in claim 31 wherein 

said hoolrinq protrusion has a substantially triangular- 
shaped cross sectional configuration and said first and 
second a I. t:a chment icuesses are each substantially 
complementari 1 y shaped relative to said hooking protrusion, 
•said first and second attachment recesses being 
substantially symmetrically disposed relative to each other, 

34. (withdrawn) An implement ua recited in claim 31 where j n 
said hookinq protrusion has a substantially sector-shaped 
cross sectional configuration and said first and second 
attachment recesses are each substantially complementer i 1 y 
shaped relative to said hooking protrusion, said first and 
second attachment recesses being substantially symmetrically 
disposed relative to each other. 

_?_ r i. (withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim 1 further 
comprising a spacing means for maintaining said body in a 
spaced relationship relative to said supporting surface when 
ouid implement is resting on said supporting surface. 
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J6. (withdrawn) An implement dts recited in claim 1 further 
comprising a tilling mftans ior tilting at leas I part of said 
working auiiacre rel ative to said supper linq surface when 
sard implement ia renting on said supporting Surface. 

^7. (withdrawn) An implement recited in claim 1 

comprising both a iirst working surface and an opposed 
second working iiurface, said adaptor further comprising a 
spacing means for maintaining said body in a spaced 
relationship relative to said supporting surface when 'said 
implement 1 is rostinq on said supporting fiucfdce with said 
iirst or second working surfaces selectively lacing upwardly 
away from said supporting surface. 

30. (withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim 1 
comprising both a first working surface and an opposed 
second working .surface, said adaptor further comprising a 
tilling means for tilting at least part ol said working 
surface relative to said supporting surface when said 
implement, is resting on said supporting surface with said 
first or second working surfaces selectively facing upwardly 
away from said supporting surface. 

■39. (withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim 1 further 
comprising at least one foot extending substantially 
outwardly from said body for suppoiling said implement on 
said supper liny aurfacfi. 

no. (withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim 39 wherein 
iiaid at least one LooL lis releasably attached to said body. 

41, (withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim 4 (J wherein 
jjuid at least one foot includes a loot attachment segment 
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and a loot abutment segment, said body includinq a foot 
attachment, ape i Lure formed therein, said loot attachment 
augment being substantially litt.i ngly insertable into said 
f o o L u L i u c hme n t a p p r t u r e . 

4J. (withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim 40 wher«in 
said body define* a body peripheral edge and a body 
thickness, said at least one loot, having a substantially 
"C"-shaped cross-sect, l onal conf i guraLion defining an 
abutment segment and an attachment segment maintained in a 
spaced apart and parallel relationship relative Lo each 
other by a substantially perpendicular spacing segment , said 
body peripheral edge being .substantially fittingly 
invariable between said abutment and attachment segments. 

43. (withdrawn) An impl«m«nf as recited in claim 42 wherein 
said attachment segment is longitudinally angled relative to 
said abutment segment so au to allow for said body to be 
angled relative to said supporting surface-. 

44. (withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim 42 wherein 
said attachment segment, is transversal 1 y angled relative to 
said abutment segment so ay to allow for said body to be 
angled relative* to said supporting surface. 

4b. (withdrawn) An implement as recited in claim 40 wherein 
aatd aL least one. foot includes a foot strip having an 
abutment component extending substantially upward] y 
therefrom adiacent longitudinal ends thereoi, said foot 
strip being posit ionablc between said supporting surface and 
said body with said abutment components positioned outwardly 
and substantially adjacent relative to the peripheral edge 
of said body. 
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4 6. (currently amended) An implement for support inq 
foods Lull and al.luwinq food preparation operations to be 
perlomied thereon, said implement being moaiiLable over a 
supporting suiLuec, said implement comprising: 

a body having a substantially planar working surface, .said 
wor.lrin,} surface including a main area and at Ifiast one 
auxiliary area, said main and auxiliary area* beinq 
substantially ooplanur and extending cont inuonal y from each 
other, said main and auxiliary areas respectively defining a 
mam area per iphoral edge and an auxiliary area peripheral 
edqe; said main and auxiliary area peripheral edges having 
distinct rjeomPtriL-ai i:onf initiations for facilitating the 
visual i dent i lieation and recognition thereof; said main and 
auxiliary a redo e xtendi nq fron t eac h other al.ono a shared 
edge por tion ol :3a id main a nd a uxiliary areas pe rip heral 
edges; .auid wo rking surface d iea being sub stanti ally plan ar 
substant ially adjacenL and a cross sa id sha red edge p ortion^ 
whereby said, mam and auxiliary areas are adapted to be used 
for distinct food preparation operations and said continuous 
relationship between said main and auxiliary areas and said 
substant ia i 1 y pi a nar eon l 1 gu r a rion of said woikinq s u rface 
c-ubislanti a ) 1 y ad iuc cat an d across said sha red e dge portio n 
a l lows facilitate snraplng said foodstuff between said main 
and auxiliary areas. 

4/. (original) An implement as recilod in claim 4 f > wherein 
at least part oi said auxiliary area forms a protruding 
portion protruding outwardly from an adjacent portion of 
said main area peripheral edge. 

4b. (original) An implement as recited in claim 4 7 wherein 
said main area and said protruding portion are configured 
and sized so that said implement is stably supported when 
said main rirea its rested on sajd .-.support inq .surface with 
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said protruding portion extendixiq away from said supporting 
surface; whereby said protruding portion is stably 
po&ilionab I e over an open area. 

49. (previously presented) An implement as recited in claim 
47 wherein 5.3 id protruding portion includes a discharge 
aperture extending therethrough; whereby said ioodstuff may 
fall thiouyh said discharge aperture when said foodstuff ia 
scraped into said discharge aperture, 

50. (original) hn implement as recited in claim 46 wherein 
said ma-Lfi area peripheral edqe includes at least one 
substantially reef i 1 1 near edge. segment and wherein said 
3UAj.lj.ary area peripheral edge includes dii arcuate edge 
segment . 

51. (origins!) An implement as recited in claim SO wherein 
said main area has a substantially recLdiiguiar configuration 
and wherein said auxiliary area hay a .substantially 
truncated disc-shaped conf i guraiion. 

f ?2. (original) An implement as recited rn claim 31 wherein 
said main area peripheral edge includes a substantially 
rectilinear end edge and a pair of opposed and substantially 
rectilinear lateral edges extending substantially 
perpendicuJ ar 1 y from said end edqe; said auxiliary area 
peripheral edge including an arc. segment, said are segment 
intercepting one oL said lateral edges. 

(original) An implement as recited in claim 4b wherein 
said working surface is provided with a discharge aperture 
extending th*rt*Lhough , said discharge aperture being 
conf 1 gured, sired and posit. roned to allow said foodstuff to 
be scraped theiein irom said working 3uild.ee. 



PAGE 16124 • RCVDAT 2/19/2007 4:18:05 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-3/1 1 ' DNIS:2738300 * CSID: 5147054908 * DURATION (mm-ss):06-32 



FEU- 19-2007 16:17 DE : MRNUEL FORT IN 



5147054908 



R :USPTO 



P. 



Appl No 10/645/185 

Reply to Office Anion ol" August 17,2006 



(oriqinal) An implement as recited in claim b3 wherein 
said discharge- aperture extends through said auxiliary area. 

. r 'S. (original) An impi p.ment as recited in claim 54 wherein 
;-_,aid discharge, aperture is positioned subaLant i a 1 1 y adjacent 
to said auxiliary area peripheral edge. 

56. ( previously presented) An implement as recited in claim 
Sb wherein said auxiliary area peripheral edge -includes an 
auxiliary area arcuate edge seqment; said discharqe aperture 
del ininq a discharge apex Lure peripheral edge, said 
discharqe aperture peripheral edge including a substantially 
arcuate aperture dreed edge segment, uaid aperture, arced 
edge segment beinq substantially in register with said 
auxiliary area arcuate edqe segment so as to define a 
substantially arcuate rim therebetween; said rim beinq 
eoniigured and si^ed to be usable a^ a handle. 

r >7. (original) An implement us renited in claim 56 wherein 
cjaid discharge aperture has a iiubstant t ally "D"-shaped 
eon j rguration . 

bb. (Currently amended) jVn_Jjcipleme nt as recited in clai m 4 6 
further c omp r i sing at 1 cas t one toot extendrn u s u bstantial 1 y 
outwardly from s aid b ody for supporti ng s ai d imple ment on 
3 a i d s i mporting ouiia ce , s a id at l e a _s t one foot be inq 
xoleasabl y attachable t o said body . An — imp 1 e ynftnt — ?i3 .. j^ci Led 

forms a protiudi rrq — porti on ■■ protruding — ou twardly — trom - fm 
adja c e nt — [jui (l j em of sai d main a r e ft — p eri phe^h^j; — edge - 

b9. (Currently amended) An impiement as recit ed in claim 4 6, 
wherein said au xiliary area is provide d wit h a disch arge 
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ape.rr.ur ft ex t o n d ± r i q there t h r o \ j qh, said imple mc 1 1 1 furthg r 
co mpiiam q a c over, mq com ponent opera Live ly attachabl e to 

d i a e h a r q g upcr turfi, said covering co mponent being 

coniiqured and si^c d so as to cover sa id d ischarge aperture 
and allow aai d toodstuff to be:- s craped th ereu nto from said 
working ou r lace when ope ra t i y e] y at L a ched to said dischai ge 
£tura. An -i rnpl^i r ^n t- a a — recit-e d in claim 5fi whurnin flflid 
nnHm- area -frrrd — str±d — proi; c udi-rag — portion are — cent iqur -e .d — crfrd 
.n pf-cJ «r* Lha t said Im pl ement ia «rta b1y ^upp u r tg i J when 

— — tested — em — said - .Hupp orbing — ^t irface with — said 

p«it rndi nq port-reft extendi nq away £ir« m — said s upporting 

*u effrce; - whr i rdy d — p rotrudi ng portion :ra tt t.ab.ly 

p i t ! i ron a b~ l c over — rm — op e n ar ea . 

60. (Cur rent 1 y amended) An implement as rec ited in c larrnjlh^ 
wher e i n .uui d au>:i Mary area is p rovid ed with a di fl r.harqe 
a pet Lure ext endi nq t her oL hiouqh y said imp 1 e ment being 
provided v /ith an adapto r ope rattvely a ttach able to said 
dischar ge ape.rtui e, aaid a daptor be ing provided with an 
adaptu r rflleagflb] e al Lachnie nt means for r eleasably attachin g 
.said adaptor Lo i d workin g su rface so that sard ad aptor 
cxLcuda at Yeast partial ly into said dis char ge apertur e, 
sal d adaptor re leas able attachment me ans a llowing an upper 
.surface o f oard a daptor to be sub stantl ally ^oplan ar with 
said working surface when sa id ad aptor is r eleas ably 
attache d Lo aai d war ki nq Quviacc ■ An impl e m e n t- ag - r e cit e d in 

c 1 a±« W wh*rfti n srart-d p rotrurii nq port i on includ e s a 

di&ehau q ^ a p e rture — exte ndi nq ther' et h r ough; wh e r e by s aid 

lL 'i od*tM3f f may fall s^rrd open area £hi - our/h &&±dt 

6i schA f-ge - aperture when - said pr» f .r»ri i nq port xott i-» 

positioned- in an ov e r lyi n g r r laL iuiuhip with .sard op en a r e ft 
and 3 aid- • 1 ood a t u 1 J: is scra pp e d inlu juid discharge dp tM- tur e > 

01. (New) An implement as recited in claim b9 comprising 
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boLh a first working surface and an opposed second working 
surface; saxd discharge apcrturfi extending between said 
first and second wax king surfaces; said covering component 
boxiig oper^tivvly attachable to said implBment so as to bo 
usable wxLh either one ol said first or second working 
jul laces. 

6J. (New) An implement, as recited in claim 60 comprisinq 
both a CiiuL working 3 in lace and an opposed second working 
suxiaeo; said discharge aperture exlondinq between said 
L±ii-i=t and *r-cond working surfaces; aaid adaptor releasahle 
dLLachment means allowing said adaptor to be releasably 
attached to sold implement so as to be usably with either 
one of ociid iirsf or second working surfaces. 

b'J. (N^w) An implfiniftnr a* recited in claim SO comprising 
both a liist working surface and. an opposed second working 
snrlacc; said at least one loot being releasabiy attachable 
Lo said body so as to alternatively extend from both said 
first and second wuikinq surfaces. 
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